
 
 

2021 Contingency Plan 

 
Background 

At this time, the Board of Directors of the Georgia Theatre Conference have every intention of hosting a full-scale, in-person 

convention October 14-16, 2021 in Vidalia.  Nonetheless, we recognize the uncertainty of COVID-19, the Delta and other 

variants, and the unsustainability of a second consecutive full-scale online convention.  In an effort to be as transparent as 

possible in planning for a variety of scenarios, we offer this contingency plan for the 2021 convention, to be implemented only 

in the event that spikes in cases or other health and safety concerns necessitate the abandonment of plans for an in-person 

convention this year. 

 

Registration and Convention Access 

Registration will open online at a random time between 12:01 AM and 11:59 PM on August 30. Our registration page will look 

very much like it has in the past.  If the convention is forced to go virtual, registered attendees will be provided with a login to 

a Convention Landing Page on the Georgia Theatre Conference website.  In this members only area, attendees will find 

information on how to access convention activities.  

 

Meetings, Workshops and Critique Sessions 

The schedule for meetings, workshops, and critique sessions will be posted on the Convention Landing Page, where links and 

instructions will be included on how to access the various events.  Platforms used to host these sessions will be determined by 

the presenter or the presiding official.     

 

Design Competition Entries 

In an effort to celebrate our college and university design students, this year's Design Competition entries will be highlighted 

on the Georgia Theatre Conference home page to enable both registered convention attendees and the general public to see 

their work.  Critique sessions with the respondent, as noted above, will be linked on the Convention Landing Page for 

registered particpants to attend.   

 

Festival Entries 

If an in-person convention is abandoned, Festival performances will move to an online format, using film/taping requirements 

similar to those used for the full online convention in 2020.  These revised guidelines will be available on the Community 

Theatre, Secondary School, and Theatre for Youth Division pages of the GTC website no later than September 15.  

(Information for middle school festival performances will be found on the Theatre for Youth page.)  These guidelines may vary 

from one festival to another, so be sure to consult the proper document. Details concerning access to your production, 

uploading instructions, etc., may also vary between productions. Finally, if we are forced to move to an online festival, the 

actual festival dates/timeline for uploading your production may be moved to as much as two weeks later to allow participating 

companies the time they need create a quality product within the guidelines provided. More details will be provided by your 

Division Chair as we finalize solutions and move closer to convention.   

 

Refund Policy 

1. If the convention moves online, and the Georgia Theatre Conference successfully provides options described in this 

document, a refund will not be offered.   

2. In the event that a school that has registered for convention is deemed unable to go because of COVID-19 and/or other 

health and safety concerns that prompted the school system to cease all student travel, the Board of Directors shall consider a 

full refund upon receipt of a letter from the school's principal or the system's superintendent explaining that the trip had to be 

cancelled due to local COVID restrictions and school-wide or system-wide cancellation of all extra-curricular events. 

3. Refunds will not be automatic, and will generally not be approved if the request is prompted one or more cast or crew 

members being unable to attend due to illness or quarantine. The assignment of understudies is encouraged. 

 

 

- Approved by the GTC Board of Directors, 

August 21, 2021 
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