
SETC Secondary School Festival  
Rules & Regulations (from the manual of operations) 

  

1. A participating production may select from all types of plays.  

2. Each participating production must be its home state’s official entry in the 

festival.  

3. Each participating production must secure and be prepared to show proof of 
production rights and payment of royalty fees.  

a. SETC shall in no way be responsible for any faults that may occur with 
royalty.  

b. Any participant who is discovered not to have secured the necessary 
rights and fees shall be disqualified from the festival.  

4.  Each participating production shall have a 45 minute time limit (bare stage to 
bare stage)  

a. Any production, which exceeds the time limit, shall not be considered for 
the Best Play Award.  

b. The time clock may be stopped for extenuating circumstances at the 
discretion of the Festival Chair.  

5. Participating productions must provide all technical materials and equipment 
unless the host institution (or participating production) makes said material or 
equipment available to all participants.  

6. All sets must be flameproof.  
7. Special lighting effects are allowed within the limitations of the place of 

performance and equipment provided by the SSTD/SETC special light needs;  
a. must be supplied by the participating production, and  
b. must be placed and removed within the specified time limits.  

8. When make-up and dressing facilities are available, participating productions will 
have access to same, one hour preceding performance.  

9. Each participating production will be provided with a floor plan indicating the size 
and arrangement of the festival stage.  

10. Stage crews will be furnished through local arrangements.  

a. Crews will work with the director, cast and crew of each show in 

facilitating the performance.  

b. Each participating production is responsible for setting, striking and 

clearing the performance area.  

11. Each state’s official entry shall be reported to SETC within two weeks of that 
state’s Screening Festival, no later than January 30.  

12. Anything, excluding the cast, crew, costumes, makeup and costume props, used 
in the production must fit into a 10 X 10 foot box backstage or into the space 
available at load in and must move behind the “ready line” by the end of the 45 
minute time limit allowed for the performance.  

13. Participating schools shall provide three copies of the cast/crew list to be given to 
the adjudicators. These copies shall be given to the Play Festival Chair in 

advance of the Convention.  

14. The acting area will be determined by the Play Festival Chair. All “ready lines” on 
the stage will be taped down and will be clearly defined by the Play Festival Chair 
during each school’s tech time. The acting area may extend into the house 

depending on the layout of the host institution.  



15. If it is used in the production, and it’s not a hand prop or costume, it can’t be set 
up prior to the show. All sound, lighting, scenery, props, etc., must stay behind 
the “ready line” and can’t be preset until 15 minutes prior to the school’s 
performance time (as long as the previous school’s production has ended). If 

anything crosses into the acting area, the time will begin.  

16. Lighting and sound equipment cannot be left in the booth or house after the tech 
time has ended. It must go back in the 10x10 and cannot be set up until 15 

minutes prior to the school’s performance time.  

. 
 


